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2020 General Meeting 
November 4, 2020 

2020 General Meeting 
Agenda 

 
1.0  Welcome & Opening Remarks 
2.0  Approval of Agenda 
3.0  Adoption of Minutes – September 25, 2019 
4.0  Board Reports 

  4.1 Treasurer’s Report 
  4.2 Membership Report 
  4.3 Report on IPOS Activities 
  4.4 Committee/SIG Activities 

5.0 Confirmation of Proceedings       
6.0 Q&A        
7.0  Adjournment 
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Income  Statement 

Balance 
Sheet 
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Financial Motion 
 

Motion: I seek a motion that the financial 
statements prepared by Skody Scot & 

Company and presented here today for the 
period ending December 31, 2019 be 

accepted.  
 

Membership Report 
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IPOS in the time of COVID 
•  World Congress moved to 2021 and to be held 

100% virtual 
•  Collation of a range of COVID-related information 

on IPOS website 
•  Webinar 18th June “Psycho-oncology during the 

COVID pandemic: Resilience, challenges and 
opportunities” coordinated and chaired by Melissa 
Henry 

 

Webinar Activities 
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JOURNAL REACH 
 

Thanks to Christoffer Johansen for his leadership as Chair of the Awards Committee 

Committees and SIGs 
Research Committee 
    Chair Jo Shaw 
•  Priority to recruit new members from under-represented geographic 

areas 
•  Results of member survey to assess research training needs of IPOS 

members published in September 2020 (thanks to Sylvie Lambert) 
•  Identified potential focus for educational activities on grant preparation 

and building collaborations 
•  Review and feedback on 5 research proposals 
•  Publication of Delphi study on international research priorities for FCR 

(with Forwards) submitted to upcoming issue of Frontiers in 
Psychology special issue on Psycho-Oncology 

•  Focus on engagement with Early Career Professionals  
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Early Career Professionals in Psycho-
Oncology 
Chair Helena Lewis-Smith, deputy Ursula Samson-
Daly  
Sigrun Vehling and Michelle Peate have stepped down as Chair and Deputy – 
thankyou for your contributions 
•  SIG has 102 members 
•  The SIG hosted a virtual workshop for early career researchers and clinicians 

on 25 August 2020: ‘COVID-19 and Early Career  Professionals: Facing the 
crisis and preparing for the aftermath’.   

•  Positive feedback and second workshop being planned with presentations 
from senior clinicians and researchers about career navigation in the COVID 
context 

•  Active plans for engagement of members for the Congress in 2021 including 
mentor matching and a clinical case symposium 

 

FORWARDS 
Chair Ben Smith, deputy Marije van der Lee 
•  96 members from 16 countries 
•  First webinar  on the social context of fear of recurrence with 

presentations from Lauren Heathcote, Emily Soriano and Andrea 
Cohee – more than 70 attendees 

•  Delphi study identifying international FCR research led by Jo Shaw 
•  Christine Maheu is updating a systematic review of FCR measures 
•  Other reviews are being undertaken including FCR costs, FCR in 

caregivers and in Indigenous and minority populations  
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Paediatrics 
Chair Claire Wakefield, deputy Fiona Schulte 
•  SIG has 47 members 
•  Establishment of the IPOS LMIC Development award in honour of Professor 

Andrea Patenaude 
•  Engagement with the Sleep in Paediatric Oncology Collaborative leading to 

publication of the first SPOC position paper 
•  Claire Wakefield representative at the WHO Global Initiative for Childhood 

Cancer and is a member of the Working Group evaluating assessment tools 
•  Dr Benedict Akimana travelled to Zambia to represent IPOS at the WHO Global 

Initiative in Childhood Cancer National Stakeholder Workshop 
•  Fiona Schulte has led a global team investigating the health beliefs and 

perceived psychological impact of COVID-19 among survivors of childhood 
cancer 

•  Ursula Samson-Daly is leading a project to establish best-practice around end-
of-life communication with AYAs 

 

New SIGs Launched 
Survivorship 
Chair Michael Jefford, deputy Anao Zhang 
•  37 have registered and 15 people have joined IPOS in order to join the SIG  
•  Members are from 19 countries 
•  The majority of members are psychologists, with nurses being the second most 

common professional grouping 
•  Two meetings have been held 
•  Information about the SIG including list of members and interests is now on 

IPOS website and there are plans to expand this  
•  Initial work focuses on collating information from members about current clinical 

practice and research 
•  Strong interest in development of position statements, models of care and 

resource-stratified guidelines 
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Palliative Care 
Chair Gary Rodin 
•  Attracted 80 EOI 
•  Planning for first meeting to be held 8th December  
•  Projects in research or education they are currently 

engaged in 
•  Projects in research or education they would be 

interested in collaborating on  

JPORP – Official IPOS Journal 
•  Features: 

–  open access, global, relevant, timely and responsive 
to the needs of the membership Open on-line access 

–  encourage and support research in emerging fields, 
and support the further growth of the scientific basis 
of psycho-oncology. 

•  Open access 
–  Promote timely dissemination 
–  Improve the reach of knowledge 
–  Promote Connection and engagement with 

Psychooncology community globally 
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JPORP – Official IPOS Journal 
•  Global focus 

–  Address global priorities and geographic and cultural disparities in 
cancer incidence, care and outcomes 

–  Showcase research from under-represented regions 
–  A focus on the economic, cultural, and geographic factors that play a 

role in all aspects of cancer internationally. 
–  Provide a vehicle for global IPOS engagement 

•  Clinical orientation 
–  Research dedicated to clinical practice and health system change,  
–  Research that will inform the redesign of our interventions to ensure 

acceptability and feasibility.  
–  Focus on developing, testing, and implementing interventions in real 

world settings 
–  Build research base in implementation science in psychooncology 
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Psycho-Oncology Care Book Series 
•  Board has endorsed Companion guide for clinicians: 

“Psycho-oncology in palliative and end-of-life care” 
•  OUP – 3rd volume in this series 
•  Maggie Watson, Bill Breitbart and David Kissane are 

editors and we eagerly anticipate the release of what will 
be a valuable resource in 2021 
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Outreach and International Engagement  
European Cancer Organisation (ECCO) 
Csaba Degi Board member of IPOS and ECCO 
•  Co-chair of ECCO survivorship and quality of life Network 
•  Major contributions including report “Strengthening Europe 

in the Fight against Cancer: Going further, faster” 
 
International Union for Cancer Control (UICC) City Cancer 
Challenge 
 
ECHO platform for building capacity in LMICs led by Melissa 
Henry 
 
 

Confirmation of Proceedings 
 
 
Move that all Constitutions, resolutions, contracts, acts and 
proceedings of the Board of Directors of the association made or taken 
since the last annual meeting of the Members as set forth or referred to 
in the Minutes of the Meetings of the Board of Directors or in the 
Financial Statements presented to this meeting be and the same be 
approved, ratified and confirmed.” 
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Open for discussion 
Questions and answers 

 
 

THANK YOU! 


